
Northern New Jersey Mensa IGNYTE! Program                               IGNYTE! 2025 

Join us for our third annual IGNYTE! RG 

See the latest information below: 

https://nnjmensa.org/nnjm-ignyte/ 

Nov. 7-8-9, 2025 at County College of Morris, NJ 
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We are very excited to welcome you to IGNYTE!2025 (or IGNYTE!3), 
our third incarnation of a weekend dedicated to learning and fun. 
It’s great to see those of you that have returned and to see so 
many new faces as well!  IGNYTE! Is the largest gathering of young 
Mensans at American Mensa, and we strive to make it better every 
year.  In order for an event this big to be successful, it requires con-
tributions from a host of people, including the IGNYTE! Committee, 
the visual artists who designed the logo, the printing of this bro-
chure, our hosts CCM and the volunteers who will be assisting us in 
making sure that today goes smoothly and everyone can relax and 
enjoy the day.  There’s always a lot that goes on behind the scenes. 

We’re especially thankful for our roster of speakers, all of whom 
are leaders in their fields and have generously volunteered to give 
their time to inform and educate us on a wide variety of subjects.  
One of our goals for 2025 was to increase the range of subjects.  
We have everything from guide dogs to planets, from quantum 
computing, math and biochemistry to writing and financial literacy.  
We’ve also included activities that will make you think while get-
ting to know your peers. Intelligence comes in many forms and 
fields and we want to nurture our young Mensans wherever their 
strengths lie.  I’m as excited as any of you to see the what could 
be…ignited by something experienced today. 

This event isn’t only informative, it’s also social.  Mensa brings peo-
ple from all walks of life together, and IGNYTE! Is an incredible 
chance to spend time with someone new or someone you’ve had 
the pleasure of meeting in the past.  Also if you see me or a com-
mittee member wandering the halls come up, say hi and let us 
know your thoughts about today’s activities NNJ Mensa or Young 
Mensan programs in general.  We’re always open to new sugges-
tions…and of course appreciation where it’s warranted.  I’m look-
ing forward to a fun day of active learning! 
 

Art Thomas 

Northern NJ Gifted Youth Coordinator, IGNYTE Chair 

Health Notes: We have no special health protocols in 
place at this time. However, it is fall in the northeast US. 
We are all aware of Covid, flu, RSV, and other respiratory 
illnesses and viruses. As much as we are looking forward 

to seeing you, if you are showing symptoms of illness 
and/or feeling unwell, please think about whether it 

makes sense to attend.  
Also, please respect the choices the attendees make, 
such as using hand sanitizer (it will be available) and 

wearing masks if they choose to. 

NNJ Mensa 

 IGNYTE 2025 

Our registration counter is the main hall-
way of the Student Center behind 
Davidson, the three rooms we'll be using. 

You will be greeted by our wonderful 
supporting volunteers. It will open early 
on Saturday.  

Friday (also in the Davidson rooms) 
Pizza party, games and an astronomy 
show 

Let's get together on the evening before 
Saturday to get a head start on getting to 
know each other.  While enjoying pizza 
and board games (you can also bring your 
own), we'll have an astronomy session 
led by Brian Scott! (see pg. 5) 

Saturday 
If you have already registered on Friday, 
please bring your badges, and just con-
firm your presence at the registration 
desk. 

If you have not registered on Friday, go to 
the registration counter indicated above. 

 
Please send any photos of 

IGNYTE! for IMprint to 
editor@nnjmensa.org 

Chairman’s Welcome 

Registration 

mailto:editor@nnjmensa.org
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Games 

Please be gentle with the games. 
Treat them like they belong to  
someone you know (since they 
probably do). Use of the games and 
tables is first come, first serve. There 
will be one table reserved for Jigsaw 
Puzzles. Please use only this table for 
Jigsaw Puzzles. When you are done 
with a game, please ensure you put it 
back carefully, ready for the next 
players. 

Speakers 

We are very grateful that some 
members have decided to share their 
knowledge and entertain the rest of 
us. Please treat them all with respect 
and don’t hesitate to express your 
gratitude if you feel like it. See page 
5 and onward for their bio/talk info. 

Code of Conduct 

We aim at having a great event together, respecting this Code of Con-
duct will help. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. Our contract 
with the venue requires us to enforce certain regulations and codes of 
conduct while at IGNYTE!, so we ask that you observe these few rules:  

1. Please wear your badge at all times with no exceptions. Please note 
that kid's badges will be a different color than adult badges. Anyone 
who is not wearing an IGNYTE! name-tag won’t be allowed in our 
program rooms. Please be kind and cooperate.  
 

2. Do not engage in the use of any illegal substances (or violate any oth-
er laws) on the premises.  
 

3. The games in our game room belong to someone. Please don’t take 
any of them out of this room, even for a little while, and be cautious 
as if it was yours.  
 

4. No smoking or vaping anywhere in the venue. This includes any form 
of tobacco and tobacco-less e-cigarettes.  
 

5. Any direction regarding food safety must be followed. Please clean 
up after yourself by tossing your paper plates, cups, etc. in the trash.  
 

6. Each member is a representative of Mensa. Your conduct reflects on 
our group. Anyone causing a problem at IGNYTE! with the venue or 
another member will be asked to leave the gathering without refund 
and not welcomed back.  
 

7. Harassment: IGNYTE! is a friendly and safe environment for our at-
tendees. Unwelcome physical contact and other forms of harass-
ment will not be tolerated. Failure to comply with this policy may re-
sult in removal from the event without a refund, and police interven-
tion if warranted. If you have concerns or need to report misconduct, 
find a member of the organization (see left). If you need immediate 
and direct intervention for your personal safety, request assistance 
from security at the front desk.  

Parking Information 

IGNYTE registrants should park in 

Lot 6, and overflow into lot 7.  There 

is no fee for parking at CCM.  

IGNYTE 2025 Organizational Committee 

Art Thomas – RG Chair 

Rohan Raghu – Program Editor and 

Webmaster 

Greg Hoffman – NNJ Mensa President 

Melissa Starr – Treasurer 

Laurie Thomas 

Keith Thompson 

Swathi Pradeep 

Deborah Munoz  

Richard  A. Schaefer  
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IGNYTE! Saturday Schedule 
6-9 Track 

Cafeteria  Davidson A  Davidson B  Davidson C  

6-9 Track 

10-13 Track 10-13 Track 

14-17 Track 14-17 Track 

Parents Parents 

All All 

8:00- 9:00AM Registration and networking 8:00- 9:00AM 

9:00- 9:30AM Opening session 9:00- 9:30AM 

9:45- 10:30AM The Seeing Eye: Raising and training Seeing Eye Dogs  9:45- 10:30AM 

10:45- 11:30AM 
Yoga/Writing/

networking 
Yoga 

Creating fictional 

characters and 

building a 

storytelling plot 

Creating fictional 

characters and 

building a 

storytelling plot 

10:45- 11:30AM 

11:30- 12:30PM LUNCH 11:30- 12:30PM 

12:45- 1:30PM 

Understanding 

the Whole Gifted 

Child: Social and 

Emotional Needs 

Biochemistry 

literacy for kids  

Biochemistry 

literacy for kids 

Interactive 

challenges 
12:45- 1:30PM 

1:45- 2:30PM 

Trying to Carry 

Water in a 

Colander: 

Supporting Execu-

tive Functioning 

Needs in Neurodi-

vergent Kids 

Interactive fun 
Demystifying 

math 

Quantum physics 

and quantum 

computing 

1:45- 2:30PM 

2:45- 3:30PM 
Help your child 

grow beautiful 

Demystifying 

math 

Quantum physics 

and quantum 

Numeraldo: 

Financial Literacy 
2:45- 3:30PM 

3:30- 5:00PM 3:30- 5:00PM 
Messengers of Time & Space 

Longo Planetarium (Cohen Hall) 

5:00- 5:30PM Closing session 5:00- 5:30PM 

5:30- 6:30PM DINNER 5:30- 6:30PM 

6:30- 7:00PM Open time for networking 6:30- 7:00PM 
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Meals 

 
Lunch 

• Sub sandwiches: 

• Italian (provolone, salami, capicola, prosciutto) 

• Vegetable (provolone, eggplant, 
broccoli rabe, peppers) 

• Ham and cheese 

• Turkey and cheese 

• Chips (hoagie, sour cream and on-
ion, pub style pretzels, popcorn) 

• Coleslaw 

• Potato salad 

• Assorted cookies 

• Canned soda and bottled water 

 

Dinner 

• Chicken francaise 

• Chicken florentine 

• Sausage and peppers 

• Grilled salmon 

• Penne alla vodka 

• Cheese tortellini in red sauce 

• Broccoli rabe 

• Steamed mixed vegetables 

• Rice pilaf 

• Jasmine rice 

• Caesar salad 

• Tossed salad 

To all participants: the people who have put together this innovative event have 
spent a lot of time and energy to make it work. We know that despite all our 

care, some glitches might happen during IGNYTE! Please be tolerant and try to 
be part of the solution. Thank you! 
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